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Indiana Small Grain Summary 
 

Winter wheat and oat producers saw declined crop yields in 2015, with winter wheat yield falling from the record yield last 

year according Greg Matli, State Statistician of the USDA, NASS, Indiana Field Office.  

 

Wheat yield, at 68 bushels per acre, was down 8 bushels from 2014. Producers harvested 260,000 acres, down 75,000 acres 

from last year. The decrease in harvested acres combined with lower yields led to a 31 percent decrease in production at 

17.7 million bushels. Winter wheat planting finished in late November, with the crop emerging on schedule compared to 

average. The crop had little snow cover throughout December, though temperatures were mild through the same period. 

While some areas saw adequate snowfall through January and February, other areas had sub-zero temperatures with exposed 

wheat, causing winter damage. Much of the crop broke dormancy behind schedule due to cold temperatures and wet field 

in April.  

 

While the crop remained behind schedule moving into the summer, the crop condition appeared to improve due to warmer 

temperatures. Wheat harvesting began behind schedule due to continual rain in June which kept farmers out of fields and 

caused ponding in fields throughout the state. Much of the wheat was subject to mold, sprouting, and vomitoxin due to the 

high moisture and harvest delays. Wheat harvest finished at the beginning of August. 

                      

Oat yield, at 59 bushels per acre, was down 15 bushels from last year. Harvested acres, at 5,000, were down 50 percent 

from last year. Production was down 445,000 bushels from 2014. The weather this year had a negative effect on the crop 

condition, with rain throughout the season causing moisture stress for much of the crop.  

 

 

Area Planted and Harvested, Yield, and Production by Crop – Indiana and United States: 2013 - 2015 

Commodity 
Indiana United States 

2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015 

Oats 
    Planted ................................. 1,000 acres 
    Harvested ............................. 1,000 acres 
    Yield ........................................... Bushels 
    Production ................................. 1,000 bu 
Wheat, winter 
    Planted ................................. 1,000 acres 
    Harvested ............................. 1,000 acres 
    Yield ........................................... Bushels 
    Production ................................. 1,000 bu 
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